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MR LINDSAY JAMIESON 

Statement by Member for Perth 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [12.55 pm]: Justice delayed is justice denied. A former councillor for the City of South 
Perth, Mr Lindsay Jamieson, has been wrongly branded by the city, the council and the Department of Local 
Government as guilty until proven innocent with no reasonable means of establishing his innocence, despite the 
Public Sector Commission directing the department to correct its wrongful slurs. After Mr Jamieson took up the 
fight against the DLG, the department was forced to withdraw a caution it had issued against him. The Public 
Sector Commission made findings against the department that included breaches of its code of ethics and a 
failure to follow its complaints handling procedure. The City of South Perth and its council have not followed 
the same path and continue to treat Mr Jamieson as guilty. At the council meeting in March, just two of five 
paragraphs of a letter from the DLG were read to the council. The city and the council omitted to read the other 
three paragraphs, which included a request for the city to prepare a report to the council. When Mr Jamieson 
challenged the council at its next council meeting during public question time, he was told that all five 
paragraphs were read out to council members during the private meal break before the council meeting.  

This lack of openness and transparency is deeply disturbing. The council has also refused on three occasions to 
hear a deputation from Mr Jamieson. The Department of Local Government may have technically corrected its 
wrong against the former councillor, but the Minister for Local Government needs to ensure that his 
department’s ongoing council monitoring and quality assurance role achieves a proper outcome by both the city 
administration and the full council publicly admitting their mistakes and giving Mr Jamieson complete justice.  

I call on the Minister for Local Government to meet with Mr Jamieson to understand what should be done to 
ensure that this injustice is fully undone. Local government elections will be held across WA on 15 October. The 
minister needs to ensure that the thousands of Western Australians who have and will give voluntary service to 
their local councils as elected members will always be treated fairly and justly. 
 


